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Waste Prevention

Although nearly everyone is familiar with recycling, few people have looked sediously
ot waste prevention, also colled source reduction, Think abaut it [f you don't create
wiaste, yvou don't haove to slore, collect, and haul it 1o a landhill, Waosle prevention also
saves resources by encouraging more efficient use of molerials, and it reduces pelly-
fion associated with exirocting raw materials, manufocturing excess ilems, and dis-
pasing of waste, So by praclicing waste prevention, you can help the enviranmant
-:_|m:| cul cosks :imuilunmuﬂy.

If waste pravention is so baneficial, then why aren’t more -

paople practicing it? The answer is easy. We are
all used to doing things a cerioin way, and pre
'-.ln-nllng wWiishE MEang Wwe have 1o make o
changes, Purchasing more durable products -
and items with less pockaging, and repair- ,-':?‘."1
ing and reusing ilems are the types of *at
changes that reduce weshe, Ta find cul
where wasle prevention opporfunities exist in
vour school district, ask these basic quastions:

* ‘Whera can we eliminate or reduce the amount o
towicity of material we use?

* fre thare other products we could purchase
that are more repairable, refilloble, reusable,
ar durable than ones we are currently using® /

* Are there products that come without packog-
ing ar wilh less pnr:l:-:::ging?

* Are thera yard frimmings or other organic materials that could be composted?

There are many different levels of waste prevention. |1 is an ongoing process fo find
betpr ways o ulilize aur resources 1,-.H:-!|:i13:n|']:|r "II'I:}I,.IIIJh wisle prevenhion, H'I-’EI'E."I’.'I':.I creal
ing bess wiasie, Clea rl':,r. ||'||:-|= are rade-affs thal must be considensd T}-pumlly age
trade-affs foces on fime and labor, storage needs, cost of alternative equipment and
supplies, and locol heolth and safety requirements. Listed on the next poge are exaom-
ples of waste prevention. Hopefully these will help you think of ideas for your closs-
room, school, and districtl
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Reuse the Wrapper!!

Wasle prevention ot Chevron's El Segundo Refinery in-
cludes a program 1o pul paoper ream wrappers
[pockaging that wrops 500 sheet poper bundles) fo
good use. Chevron donates the durable kroft poper
wrappers 1o leachers, who offer them to studanis fo

cover their books

[y

The proegram is sim-

phe. When it is lime o

refill o copier or printer

with paper, employees ot

the refinery carefully unwrap

the paper reams to avoid tearing
them. The wroppers are neatly
siocked neor these mochines unfil a suffi-
ciant number have been collecied. Then,
ieachars whao have requested the wroppers
are notified that the wroppers are ovailabla.

Lani Marshall, of the refinery’s Public Affairs Office, es
fimates that 15,000 of the ream wrappers are gener-
ated monthly at the refinery. The wroppers are
unacceptable in the refinery’s mixed paper recycling
program and, unkil recently, were thrown oway.
Though the program is only a small part of Chevron's
waske prevention effors, it exemplifies o creative ap
proach to waske prevention,

Are poper reams at your school or district wrapped in
kralt paper? Why not infroduce a similar program at
your school? Likely, there are teachers or shedents whao
could put the wrappers fo good use.

Here are o few reasons to infroduce such a
program:
* Waste pravention is illustrated to stedents.

BOOK
COVER

* Maoterial might otherwise be discarded.

* Wrappers no longer overflow from trash cans near
copiers and printers, making the office lock nicer
and reducing the frequency these cans must be emp-
fid.

* Covers help protect lexthooks, making them las)
longer.

In starting a program, keep in mind:

* Paper reams need fo ba unwrapped corefully—do
not bear the wropper

* Announce the program on the blank side of o wrap-
par.

* Pasl announcements explaining your efforts near
coplers and prinkers

# Inform tecchers and students of the book covers,

*  Add o new cover aver a worn one,

Together they will profect the book better.

Going The Extra Mile

With budgets tighlening, educalors are urn-
ing bwerel l;m-e::!ing inncvakive puhhl:_.-"pri-
vale parinerships, Mary Burgess, who
maches in Escondido Elementary School
District, San Diege County, embarked on o
campaign bo solicit donotions from local
businesses. Burgess developed a “Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle” flyer explaining the need she had for
scrap maberials, She distribuled the flyer lo local busi-
nesses and wailed for responses.

Feedback did not 1ake long. Burgess received dono-
fions from a variety of businesses, One contacl, a wall
paper store, donated leflover pieces of wallpoper
Burgess folded the wallpaper in half, inserted reused
paper, and bound the books with a few staples—now
her students have fancy journals. A local print shop
which connot use the poper at the and of the poper
rolls donated piles of “clean” while poper in diferent
sizea. The paper fills o variety of classroom uses,
including language arts and mathematics assignments
It vou would like odditional ideas on how fo reuse mao-
terials, contact the Schools Section, (¥14] 255-2294,
and we will sand you a copy of $eeing Green
Through Waste Prevention.
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The How-to Guides Waste Prevention Ideas

are Here! for the Classroom

Civer the past vear the California Integrated Wiaste This list of woste prevention ideas from other
Management Board [Board] has spent a greal deal of schools/districts is intended to help you jump storl yeur
time assisting school districts and local governments in waste prevention efforts. Reduce paper use whenever
implementing waste prevention and recycling pro- possible

grams. Based upon the results of these projects and o Mlcrr shicdents o subriit hamawad: oo the Back sids

other existing model programs, the Board has devel af vand s
r LI 3 4

aped Pt hq:-'-.-.--‘-n::- gﬂldl:lﬁ_ whlr_'l'l areE now avaikbbe,

* Duplicate handouls using bath sides of poper

Thie Firsi El.lld‘."_ Seeing Green TI‘IFIJII.I'HI"I Waste
Prevention, provides exlensive infermation for de-
valoping o diskriciyricle wolla }:'EM‘EII"iL‘-II

program Wioshe preveniion
BOIWES MESUTCES |::-:,' ENCOUnIg-
ing mora afficient use af male
ricls; and it reduces pollufion
associated with exiracking row
malerials, manutacturing axcess
rhemis, and -:J|=.|.:-.“.':=.'|'|g wishe E';.'
including o waske prevention
program in the district’s re-
source conservafion plan, you
can halp the environment and
cul costs simulloneously. This
guide ouflines steps, such os

W e -:-::-|1||:-:'1:-.|I|r.'“ SUMYEYE,
woshe prevention ideas) ac
fivities, ond cost r_rnr:ll':.-s 5, you
will need fo undertake in estab
lishing @ comprehansive program

The second guide, A District-
Wide Approach to Recycling
supplies debailed information neces-
sary for implementing a recycling » Approach your scheol adminisirators about purchas-
program covering the entire district

The data in this guide is supplemented

with case studies based on other districts” experiences.
The guide focuses on the economic benefits of o dis-

ing O copy maching that makes |1|.l|::-|t-ex l:.l.:lF:-iE'h-. if
OUT Curmant coplear ':I':lElinll

s Svopd prinking exira handauts

trickwide program, Topics covered include organizing * Keep a box for various types of scrotch popars
kay players, securing hauling arrangements, and frain- [single-sided, construction, efc.].

ing shaff and sludents ;
i * Bind scrap paper o wie for laking nobas

These guides are available at no chorge. To receive o
9 i : _J p ; * Moximize use of overheod projector and bleckboord
copy, confack the Schaals Sechon, [914&] 255.2294 :

o minimize use of dittoed infarmalion




*» Flace worksheats in plostic sleeves. Hove studants
write with crayon and erose with carpet squares.

* Use erasable lop boards for classroom work.

* Place wall decoration directly on walls or bulletin
boards without paper linings, Reuse wall decorations
or exchange them with other eachers.

* Collect scraps of construction paper, fabric, wood,
and ather ilems o vse for projects. Ask local busi-
nesses bo donate materials they intend to discard or
provide a list of wonted items. Also, some communi-
tes have materials exehanges for an supplies where
schools can get cheap or free materials. Centact
your county or city recycling coordinator for informo-
tion. Alsa contact CALMAX™, California’s matesial
exchange program, to learn aboul free or low-cos
materials that may be ovailable in your area. Te
order o cotalog ot no cost, contact the Calitarmia
Infegrated Wasie Monagement Board,

[P16) 255-23489,

* Start up special projects thot redece waste inside or
outside the chassroom.

= Wiite letters to manufocturers asking them 1o use less
packaging and design prodects that are more
durable, repairable, and reusable.

* Designote a “no-waste r_'lur" to see how much waoste
con be reduced. Teoch students how to bring a

nerwasie lonch.

* |nvestigate the feasibility of composfing yord debris
and cafeteria fruit and vegetable rimmings.

* Set up @ worm bin in the classroom.

* Conduct o waste prevention poster conlest. Specify
that posters must be made from used materials.

* Brainstorming with others is bound io result in
more idens|

* Educate shudents on waste prevention issues and
ophions. The Califernia Integroted Waste
Management Board hos supplementory moterials

which you can use in your clossroom.

[Adapied from $eeing Green Through Waste Prevention,
A, Guida for School Distrces. |

Rural Resourcefulness

he remole, often dispersed nature of rural

communities roises vnigue barriers in develop-

ing recycling programs, One strategy 1o in-

crease the feasibility of esioblishing recycling

programs in rural areas is fo orgonize cooper-
afive markeling programs. Bringing resources logether
from different sectors of the community can improve
markating of collected recyclables and reduce adminis-
tralive costs. Using this sirategy, the Pale Verde Unified
School District (PYUSD) is participotfing in o program
organized by the City of Blythe.

Blythe, PYUSD, Chuckawalla Valley State Prison, and
Palo Verde Valley Disposal are participaling in a coop-
erolive effort 1o collect and process recyclables. The
program combines recyclables collected from PYUSD's
4,000+ students with similar materials generated by
4,000+ inmates and employses af the prisan. At pre-
sent, the materials targeted for recycling are milk car-
tons, juice boxes, cardboard, and computer and white
poper.

Blythe's Assistont Peblic Works Director, Jim Rodkey,
provided key leadership in putting the program and
participants logether. For his efforts in geting the pro-
gram started, Jim received the Individual Recydling
Award by the County of Riverside Board of
Suparvisors. Mr, Rodkey is quick to point out that the
program would not be possible without the remendous
cooperafion of the prison, school district, and waste
havler. Support from the community, city council, and
City Manager Les Melson has alse played a key role.

The school district hos three elementary schools, one
middle school and twe high schools. Each schoal de-
cides how it will carry ouf the recycling program. All of
the recyclables collected at the individual school sites
go o Pole Verde High School, where they are col-
lected in three forty-cubicyard bins. The local waste
hauler, Palo Verde Valley Disposal [FYVD), supplies the
three bins at no cost. As nesded, PYVD hauls the bins,
free of charge, from the high school to the prison. At
tha prison, inmate laborers sort and bale the material.
Since the program “kicked of” on Janvary 5, 1904,
nearly three fons of milk and juice boxes hove been
collected from the prison and school district. The school
district has alse recycled more than forty cubic yards of
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cardboard.  All proceeds from the sole of the
material go to the prison to fund the re-

eycling program.

To promole the program
and BRCOUNage kids to
participabe, lim visits
each school to conduc
inberoctive assamblies,

Al the assemblies lim ax-
p||;||na. Hhie program and

points oul the responsibility
each person has to the environ
ment and use of the sarth’s
rasourcas. The program
is sfill in ifs infancy, but
with the stort of the new
schaol year all schools

will be participating.

Contoct lim Rodkey al
[619) 9226611 for morne
information about the

program -

CALMAX's Latest Treasure

Santa Barbara’s IMAGIMATION MART

by Joyce Mason
CALMAX™ Coordinator

he Californio Materials Exchange [CALMAX™)

helps businesses, industries, and instifrtions

find in each other a source for revse and recy-

eling. Iems for trade may include excess prod

vcts, discords, culdaoted equipmenr—urmhing
ne longer vseful ko its current owner, To order a cato-
log at no cost, contact the California Integrated Woste
Monogement Board, (914] 25523467

Some of the best CALMAX™ listings are nal the “waste
not wont ads.” Thay are the programs found in those
info-packed “back poges” of the CALMAX™ catalog
We wani to draw your attention to the incredible re-
sourcas that con be hidden in those finy descriptions,
by highlighting just one of the reasure trove af "Other
Reuse Programs.”

%
%
r#.

__/

Located in 0 Warld War | vinlage airplane hangar
in Zoleta ot the Santa Barbara Airport, the
Imagination Mart Materials Exchange, the
Facility for the Ant From Scrap progrom, collects and
warehouses moterials from a huge variety of buss-
nesses for use by schools, nonprofit groups,
and the community at larga.

&
v J?F According fo educational visionary
lrene Falzone, who founded the
program in her gorage in 1989,
community invohement
has baen the key to e

succass of this ware:

'%
5
o

house of classy discards
and wonderland of creativity,
A maother of three and o
school board member, Irene
first conceived Art from Scrap
while parlicipating in a parent-
COOR AUFSERY thal vsed a lot of
-::||:|nn:|!1:||;,:| n|{:|1=|r|r:||!|.

“I just knew there were all
kinds of materials being discarded that scheols could
benefit fram.." she said, “... and thot making things
from them could be a great way fo teach kids about en-
vironmental issues. There was no link for businesses o
get rid of materials—ar for teachers, who needed tham
so badly, to occess them.”

The Imagination Mart bridges an imporiont gap for
schools, where ort closses have often been eliminated
Teochers can get materials free and workshop spoce
for up bo &0 kids. They can coma o the site and “turn
them locse.”

Here's how it werks: Program stalf take recycled
materials into the classroom and show teachers how o
integrote anvirenmental educafion inta the existing cur-
riculum. For example, if the closs is sludying Mative
Americans, they'll bring toilet poper rolls and bits of
leather for making “kachina” dells and scrap wood fer
drums, The kids will be invited 1o the Imogination Mar
an a field wip for up to an hour's continuation of how
to make learning an art. Art is clso used as o medium
for teaching more leftbroined subjects, like math and
sciance. [If only this "new math” hod been ovailable to
us rightbrained math phobic types when we were

waungl|
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Te bring home these principles, ane of Joanie
Hallister's faverite teaching fechniques with young chil
dran is o play “let's pretend we no longer have rash
pickup.” At the beginning of this exercise, Joanie
shows them all their packoging opfions for carrying
apphe juice in their lunches: aluminum can,
“Squeezelt,” gloss botle, juice box, or powdar.

At first, the majority opt for the fun, but nonrecychable,
plastic “Squesze-It.” Joanie tells them: “in this new
warld, anly recyclables will be picked up, and every-
thing else has to stay of your home." She elaborates an
how many eons some of these materials will REMAIN
there. Once it's pul that way, the kids get that the recy.
clable packages are far beiter, and they leam how an
individual choice can make a big difference in evary-
one’s futura. To test their learning, kids are later
challenged to pock an "esvironmenial” lunch.

As for the older kids: Results of coreer preference tests,
usually given at the end of the 9th grade, show that the
largest number of children want to work in the arls, es-
pecially Latinos, This is a population that has been o
challenge for local educatars 1o reach. Programs like
this, however, that tout art as a vehicle for learning,
have apened a whale new world for

hioth teccher: and sudents alike.
The second maost common career
chaice is science, so the ability
to caplivate children on the sub-
ject, by combining art and sci
ence in ecclogy, has really
worked. Since one or the otfer
is the fovorite of most kids, as an
approach it con't go wreng,

Art from Scrap keeps the program
growing by working constantly with
the business community, enlightening
them an haw their trash bins are full
of valuoble moterials, Executives,
owners, ond workers are offen invited
e teur the Imagination Mart warehouse,
Later, kids will maka items from Fheir ex.
throwaways. Many o CEQ has been known
to hang these “objets de scrap” omid more
tradibional traphies,

Materials exchange works best on all three levels:
local, state, and natienal. The Imagination Mart is like
a live, three-dimensional CALMAX™ cotalog ond
KidhaX outreach, all rolled into one. CALMAK™
salutes innovator Irene Falzone and her staff and sup-
porters for this excellent example of the kind of pro-
gram we hope to see virlually on every comer in years
o come,

For more information about Art from Scrop and the
Imaginafion Mart, call Irene Falzone or Joanie Hollister
at [BOS) 9671350,

California Fifth Graders Get
“Environmentality!”

“Tha CIWMB is pleased 1o be a part of o mulli-agency
network that promates coordination of state ogency en-
vironmental education efforts. This year the Calitornia
tle-'pur‘rmanl of Edvcation formed the Califermio
Environmental Education Inferagency Metwark [CEEIN)
which provides a forum for stote agencies, depart-
ments, and commissions to share information,
resources, and specific program efforts.,

The first major project sponsored by CEEIM is not
only a multi-ogency affort, it is alsa a
public/private partmership. CEEIM is
warking with Walt Disney Inc. o
dovelop the "Environmentality
Challenge,” a school edu-
caticnal program and
conbest o be infro-
duced this fall 1o
more than
300,000 bfh-
grade shedents
throughout
Calitornia,
Resources for in-
struction will be made availoble fo porficipoting
teachers along with pledge sheets, posters and
Jimimy Cricket “Enviranmentality” buttans.

Fifth-grade feachers can use the teaching materials ond
pledge sheets to conduct lessans an the environment.
Students can then take home the pledge sheets and fill
tham out with their families, pledging 1o make some
changes in their habits to improve the environmant

PACGE 7  — g 5



[e.g., conserve anargy or water, recycle, carpool].
BuBons will b F:-ll::-uirjl-_-:‘:l ko those shudents who refurn
r_.r,:-mple:-lnl::l |'_'-|Hd5|E sheats, More
r_.|rn|:|-hr_:-|,.ls teachers can lead ‘ 'r ’.
1 :.h_l-:_:lm'.l.'. M - L
;:':Ehn'-r.rur.mqrnh_:lll‘:.r =5 O =
allenge” oclion projects,
which initiate and im- 4 l i
plement efforts
that effect posi-
frwes -'_|'-ung-|'= i
the environment,
These students
will be eligible
for regional
prizes and a
statewide grand prize—a
free trip to Disneyland on
Earth Day 1995.

M—.}

The State of Colifomia/Disney, Inc. "Envirenmentality

Chaollenge” is designed lo encourage students o think

and act enviran mnnll::l”':,-' al sehool and at home

Fifth grade teachers should look for

information packets to arrive at their

elementary schools early
September, 1994,
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